
i'studium fuit alma' poesis" 

Vol. 1, . 2-3 n Boccaccio 

The flrst gener membership 
meeting of the American Boccaccio 
Association will be held during 
the Modern Language Convention in 
New York. 

9:30 - 11:30, Dec. 29, 1974 
La 3 , Americana Hotel 

The agenda will include discus­
sion of the pro sional constitu -
tions and possible ratification ot . 
their amended form for a trial pe-'· . 
riod. Long term projects. such as 
the setting up of a Boccacci-o' Stu­
dies Center and the eventual pub -
lication of a Journ 11 be con­
sidered. The Busi~ess M~etiftg will 
be followed by a panel discussion 
of the general topic, u.New Direc­
tions in Boccaccio Studies." 

While the Association is in a 
formative stage~ prospective mem­
bers are urged to become involved 
in the articulation of policy and 
goals and in the work of the var~­
ous committees. 

Singleton Nominated 
P~a6e~~D~ Cha~le~ S. Singleton 

of The Johns Hopkins University has 
been nominated to the post of Ho­
norary President of the American 
Boccaccio Association, pending the 
ratification of the nomination by 
the general membership at the Dec­
ember 29th meeting in New York. 

Fh.D~ from the University of 
fornia. He also holds several ho 
norary degrees a number of Americ 
unl',rers_i+vies an~ c·n"e~e" ~~~. f~om - v __ ..... ,~~l ... U -J..:......~L ,.0 .;:!l (:1~.I...!.,,"'1. _'. 

the Universi of Bologna, It 

Recipient of'an change Fellow­
sh'from International.House, and 
an n~ernational Prize for Italian 
Literatute. he has ai~o been deco­
rated Commendatore dellfOrdine al 
Merito della ubblica, Italiana. 

_._.-.---_ ... _--,-,., 

He has been honored most- recently 
at the . 1974 World Petrarch Con­
. gress in Washington,I>.C. as one 
·of six outstanding American 'Itali-
_~ni~ti awarded Commemorative Med­
als by the Copernicus Society 
America. 

Professor Sin aton is most wid~i 
ly known for his contributions to 
Dante studies, which incluJe 
rous essays and his recent trans -
lation/commentary of the Viui~e C~ 
medy. In connection 'with the"Hu -
maniti~~ Center at The Johns Hop -
kins Universi , 0 which he is 
Chairman ,hehas edited ,Ant, Sci­
enc.e. and Hi.6to~fi ,in. th-e..Rena,,.t~.6an 
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S-i..ngleto l1 .. 

He has!;is~ c~llaborated' onlll~m­
-i..nated Manu~e~-i..pt~ 06 the: V-i..v-i..ne 

.~Comedy and the Toynbee Vante V-i..e- i 

tiana~y. 

His Boccaccio scholarship is 
represented by a critical edition 
of the Veeame~on and, more recen~ 
ly, by his publication of Ham-i..l -
ton 90, the unique holograph copy 
of the Veeame~on, in qiplomatic ,i 

transcription. He notes that he 
i s "'p r 0 u ~ e r 0 ~ . t~.~ 1 a !~.e r '.','~~" .. , 

Asked for a statement of his 
expectations of the newly emerging 
American Boccaccio Association, he 
indicated a strong wish that mem~ 
bers "get our heads togeth~i and 
decide what t~e As~~6iiti6n iho~ld 
accomplish." "If I 'am fortunate e­
nough to attend~" Professor Single- i 

ton concluded,"I shall certainly I 

have some very positive ideas to.! 
express." i 

Bibliography: 
A Boccaccio Bibliography for 

the period 1938-1974 is currently 
being prepared under the general 
direction of Professor Enzo Espo- • 
sito of the University of Rome and 
will include editions and ~~ansla­
tions of the works of Boccaccio as 
well as critical studies (books, 
articles, and reviews). The Ameri­
can (North,Centra~ and South) sec­
tion has been entrusted to Pro­
fessors Christopher Kleinhenz and 
Charles Szabo of the University of 
Wisconsin (Madisonh wh~ in the in­
terest of completeness, kindly re­
quest that those scholars whose 
work has appeared in lesser known 
or reYatively inaccdssible period­
icals send offprints or pertinent 
bibliographical information (date 
and pagination, please!) to Prof. 
Kleinhen~ Department of French and 
Italian, Van Hise Hall 618, The 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
Wisconsin 53706. 

:OOMING 
A Norton Critical Edition of 

Boccaccio's Decameron'."edi ted by 
Professors Mark Musa and Peter E. 
Bondanella.; is in piepar-atio':n . and 
should be completed in time for the 
sixth centen~ry commemorations df 
B~ccaccio;s death.' The ~diti6n will 
include a completely"-new' transla­
tion of the majoin~velle ({nclud­
ing the frame, introd~ctions, ~nd 
prologue) as well as a selection of 
major critical statements on Boc -I 
caccio's work. 

~"~ ~. ~ 
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.. ,The jlM-!-; annual. Me~ey. ~~l~~Q~_ 
."Wo~ld '06 Boeeaee~o" ColzoquZum 
will be held on Satu~day, Novembe~ 
9, 797 4 6~om 9:3 0 - 2: 30 P. M. A 6te~ 
a mo~n-i..ng ~e~~-i..on 06 papeJr..6 b-y vi-

· .6iting .6 eholaM, lLineheon wil.l be 
~e~ved and the key-note add~e~.6 06 
;the eon6e~enee delJ.,ve~_ed by v~. Ai..:' 
do Be~na~do, 'd£'.6t1.nifui.6 hed P~e.6,(­
dtnt 06 Ve~~azzano Coll.ege. 

ThOll e wi.6 hing to" a;ttend, ~ hou.ld 
p~e-~egi~;te~ by ~endlng thelft. name 
and a eheek {made ;to ;the o~de~ 06 
Me~ey Collegel 60~ $6.50 ;t~: 

, 
I 

P~06. Thoma.6 E. Ve.6ee, V-i..~ee;to~ I 

Boeeaee-i..o Colloqu...[u.m , ,I 
Me~ey College I 
Vobb.6 Fe~~y; N. Y. 10546 I 
BEFORE NOVEMBER 5TH t 

. 
BOCCACCIO, the official newsletter, 
of the American Boc<:!acciQ. Asso_cia-, 
tion, is published four times a: 
year~ Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter' 
and is sent free to members. The 
cost of an annual subscription to' 
non-members is $2.00. 
New items, letters, 'subscription ' 
orders and payments should be sent 
to: 

Editor. Boccaccio Newsletter 
7 Soun~ Beach Drive 
Glen Cove, New York 11542 



1. Nomination to honorary posi­
tions is made at the discretion of 
the Executive Committee and should 
be submitted to the general member­
ship for approval. Such nomination 
should be made rarely and only of 
s cho~ar~_._().:f ._()ut.standing achi evement 
VI. co~~ittees. ! 

1. Since the Nominating Commit- t 
tee is not a standing committee,it I 
is not open to the ex-officio mem- I 
bership of the Executive Committee·l 
A Ifominating Committee of seven f 
members shall be elected from the 
general membership at the annual I 
meeting. The Nominating Committee! 
shall elect their own chairman andl 
determine their own organization: ; 

2. The Program Committe~ shall! 
consist of from five to ten mem-I 
bers selected by the Executive Com~ 
mittee. The function of this com-! 
mittee shall be to research, orga-r 
nize, and carry out activities in 
keeping with the purposes of thel 
Association, and to make arrange -I 
ments for the annual meeting. I 

3. A Memb~~ship r-ommi t·t-ee···~-c'on~i 
sisting of three members will as -[ 
sume responsib~li~y._ for building I 
up the membership of the Associa -I 
tion ! and preparing an annual di·· t 
rectory of members to be submitted I 
to the Executive Secretary no lat- \ 
er than sixty days before the an-i , 
nual meeting. This Committee is 
to be appointed by the President •. i 

4. A Committee on Constitutions 
and By-Laws will be appointed by i 
the Executive Committee to study 
the Provisional eonstitutions,.poll 
the membership, and otherwise wGr~ 
toward a permanent form for Consti­
tutions and By-Laws of the Associ­
ation. This Committee will also 
decide~ in conjunction with the 
Executive Committee~ the amount 
of the annual dues. 
VII. Meetings. Under the' PrQ­
visional Constitutions and By-Laws 
the annual meeting for the general 
membership will be held in conjunc­
tion with the annual meeting of the 
Modern Language Association at a 
time and palce to be determined by 
the Program Committee. This meet-

4 

ing will be preceded by a meetin~ 
of the Executive Committee, with 
time and place to be determin~d by 
mutual agreement. 

VIII. Dues. To meet mailing and 
pUblication expenses, initial dues 
shall be two members, payable upon 
application for membership. The 
payment of dues entitles membe~s 
to all the right~ and privileges 0 

membership and includes sUbscr{p':' 
tion to the newsletter. Me~bers i 
good standing may vote, serve on 
committees, contribute to the news 
letter and other pUblications and 
participate in the formation of 
policy. For the first three years 
only Cha~~e~ Membe~~ may hold of­
fice. Hono~a~y Membe~~ do not en­
joy the right to vote or to chair 
committees, although they may serve 
on them. 
IX. Ratification of the Provision~ 
al Constitutions shall be by two- I 
thirds majority of the general mem~ 
bership: Amendments to the Provi- I 
sion.al const1.· ... tutio .. ns, .. once rati- r 
fied, shall be submitted to the, 
Committee on Constitutions and By- I 
Laws .. 

BY-LAWS 

1. Membership Lists. Copies of the 
membership .lists, upda.-ted a:ft'er the. 
general membership meeting each! 
year, will be given to the members 
of the Executive Committee. No one 
may use the membership lists, ex-. 
cept for the normal uses of the AS-J 
sociation, without express'permis- . 
sion from a majority of the Execu­
tive Committee. 
2. Filing of Records'-and Documents. 
Originals of Association documents 
and records are to be kept in the 
Home Base safe. Copies of these 
documents will be kept by. the Ex­
ecutive Secretary and the Treasu­
rer. It is the responsibility of 
the Executive Secretary to see to 
it that originals and copies of the 
originals are sent to the Home Base 
and to the Treasurer. The latter 
is responsiole for all financial 
records and-pertinent documents. 



I. Name.The name of this Associa-
tion shall bel THE 
CACCIO. I 
"iT 
~ Ti:1e p'tlrpo 5 e s of 
Association shall n.e enc U.1"F<'" 

agement of Boccac 
, _. 

o s'"(.udles ctlnong 
American scholars, gard 5S of 
their particular disciplines; t e 
establishment of a permanent Boo­
caccia St es Center; the hosting 
of an annual ocoao010 Studies Fo­
rum~ the public ion ofa newslet~ 
ter as a clea ng-house of infcrm-, 
ation and communication :fbr B-occac-
C ~s+;·. +11e s . ~ ~ V~_ u. ponsorlng 01 a Jour-
nal of Boccaccio scholarship, 
sisting of stud PR aloe ~a0ta 

--, '-'-' \..J -'-c;..., ... """U) 

revie';ls. 

III. Any pers on may 1::e-, 
come a member of the Association ~ 
payment of the dues dete 
the Executive Committee. 
Me.mb('.f1...6 are those \v-ho ,joined 
Association within the first 
since its inception, that is, be­
fore April 10, 1975. nOf1..df1..Y Me.m­
be.JL.6 'may be elected from among 
non-resident foreign scholars 
benefactor§ of the Association 
the Executive Committee. 
~V. - Organiz - Under the Pro­
Yisional Constitutions of the As­
sociation the governing bo 
be the Executive Committee consis­
ting of a President, two Vice Pre-. 
sidents. and Executive Secretary •. 
and a Treasurer. 

V. Of 
Office, 

Term of 

1. The President of the Associ­
ation shall be elected the gen­
eral membership from a slate of 
candidates prepared a nating 
Committee of three members, for a 
term of office of one year. The 
President will preside at ~l meet­
ings of the Executive Committee 
and o£ the General Membership. 
The President is also an ex-offic­
io member of all standing commit -
tees. 

2. The Vice Presidents shall be 

e ected in the same manner as the 
P esident and will serve for one, 
year. In the absence of the Pres­
ident. his duties shall be assumed 
in order by the First Vice_Presi -
dent ana the Second Vice President 
Both e Presidents are also ex-

members 
tees~ The 

also a11tOTI1atical 

of all standing 
ce Presidents 
-become candi-

dates for the presidency of the As 
sociation at the expiration of tha 
President's term; that is. the 
First Vice President becomes a 
candidate a er the ~irst year, th 
Second ce President becomes a C 

didate (whether or rtot he has 
office in the interim) after 
second year. 

3. The Executive Secretary is 
appointed by the President a~d the 
two Vice Presidents for a term of 
not less than two years and far as 
long a perio thereafter as the 
Executive Committee shall deter _ 
Ini:t1e~ e E t" S ' xe eu ,2 ve ,,' ec retary sr..all 
act as secret of e 
Co ttee 
bership meetings and shall be Edi­
tor of the Association newsletter. 
The Executive Secretary is also an 
eX-Officio member on all standing 
co mIlli t tee s • 

4. rrhe reasuer is-appointed by 
t 'President and the two Vice Pre 
sidents for a tern t6 be estab­
lished the Execut[ve Committee. 
Under the supervision of the Exec­
utive Committee the Treasurer will 
handle all business arrangements, 
collect dues, bill the membership, 
and budget Association expenses. 

5. Editorial and clerical as­
sistance shall be provided to the 
Executive Secretary and 
surer at t e disc etion 
ecutive Committee. 

6 •. When an elected 
leaves office before the 
of the term of office 

the Trea­
of the Ex-

official 
expiration 

the Execu--
tive Committee shall provide a re­
placement f r the duration of the 
t 2rITI. $ ointcd officials may be 
replaced whoeve_ 
tb.e:y lsav'e f5_c 



3.' ,Mailing and Communications. 
The mailing address through which 
members may communi cElote with the' 
Association will be that of the 

.scholarly interest. Until and un­
less the general ~embershi:p-de_ter­

" mines' otherwise', the Home Base of 
the American Boccaccio Association 

Exec~tive Secretary. 

4'.' Home Base. The HO,m; Base ,ofl 
the Association is th,e respocsitory' 
of Association documents, ~ecords'l 
and other items of BOCc4cC~4n4 of, 

~ill be Verrazzano College, Sara­
toga Springs, New York. The Trea­
surer is the custodian of the Ho~e 
Base files and safe unless other­
wise designated by the Executive 
Committee • 
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AILea. 06 S pe c.ial.. l'nze,JLet; t ... ............................................................................... .. 

Vo you w~~h ~o be con~~de~ed 4 Cha~~e~ Membe~? 

A~e you ~n~e~e~~ed ~n ~ eJtv~nB on 4 'comm~~:te.e 1, 

16 .6 0, wh.;[c.h"? ..................................................................................................... .. 

Vo you plan ~Q a~~end ~he Bene~4l membe~¢h.tp mee~~ng 
on Vecemb~~t9-L..~19 74? 

Ple4~e l~',t ~ugBe~~~on~ 6o~ amendmen~4~o ~he P~opo~ed 
Con~~~~ution~ and By-Law~_below: 

...... ' .............................................................................................................................. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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· ........... " ...................................................... . . ' . 
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

K~ndly ma~l ~he comple~ed que~~~onna~~e ~o: 

Execu~~ve Sec~eta~y 
Ame~~can Boecacc~o A~~oc~a~~on 
7 Sound Beach V~~V~ 
Glen Cove, New Yo~k. 11}42 
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